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First Day of Sunday School at Hope

- | Kids and adults had a great first day of Sunday school on
.| September 11.Shown here, are Alexis H., Kate C. and Zoey
] E. playing the Amazing Dream Coat Race!

More photos inside!

Faith Retreat

18 Hope members attended the September
Intergenerational Faith Retreat on September 9.
Attendees read stories from the Bible and
answered questions on how the stories related to
their own lives.

Halloween Meet Hope's New
Christian Education
Part y Coordinator

Jenny Thielman!

Friday, October 28

Welcome Jenny!
6:30pm-8pm




Dear Friends and Family of Hope UCC,

As | write this letter for the newsletter, | am on antibiotics and doing my best to go 10 minutes without
coughing. Yuck! Ok enough self pity. Our interim time together has been packed with activities,
changes, weddings and staff changes. October will be full as well. One of the interim tasks is having
the church look at its history. To see where we have been is make note of the journey, not to stare
and long for the past, but to celebrate our story as a church and to learn from it. What questions do
you have about Hope UCC? | am starting a time line in the fellowship hall that | would like to have
members share in filling in. | am tracking down dates and putting them down, pastorates, perhaps
tidbits of trivia about Hope's past. | cannot find a written history about Hope UCC, does anyone have
one? Is anyone interested in helping me put one together? | also would like to videotape interviews
with as many charter members that | can, also some of you who were raised in this church. What
was it like worshiping in a garage? a school? and then your own building?

Also in October and this is coming up fast, | would like to have volunteers to make bread from around
the world. If you are willing, tell me the place of origin for your bread and that you are willing to make
and bring it. October 2nd is communion sunday and the day we will be using all those breads, so |
need to know right away if you can.

October 9th we will be having our next congregational conversation. On this day, we would like you
to think and be ready to share how you feel and what you think about the use of our building
especially the educational wing. We are at a transition point again. We have great need for a
nursery.... (What a wonderful issue to be having.) and we need Sunday school rooms for our
children. Can we afford to not have a pre-school here? We are only talking. Let's remember the
importance of sharing together as a body of Christ. We can be respectful of different opinions and
listen to other points of view.

October 21st at 5:30 p.m. we begin another faith retreat. The theme of this faith retreat is "Story". |
hope to share stories through monologues, dialogues, skits .... stories about people throughout the
history of Christianity and the UCC. If you are willing to help present these stories, be a part of the
team to tell them, let me know. | can use the help. | also would really like a male chaperone for this
overnight event. Can you help us out? The story part of the evening starts at 7 p.m. We will have a
break in the middle and end at 10 p.m. At that point we are doing a in house mission project of
creating a "haunted house - room" for the younger children to go through during their Halloween party
on the 28th. Saturday's time frame is breakfast at 8:30 - 9 and we resume our stories. We will end at
noon on Saturday. That is the plan. Is there anyone willing to plan, prepare, and/or bring meals for
the retreat? Let me know. Thanks.

Our stewardship focus will be in October as well. Our pledge Sunday will be on the 30th. So there is
a lot coming up.

The youth trip to Memphis Tennessee has come together. We leave November 21stat 8 a.m. from
the church and arrive Saturday night back home on November 26th (not sure of the time yet). We are
calling it "Freedom Journey". First Congregational UCC in Memphis where we will be staying has put
together a program for groups who come and visit them. We will explore how we as individuals can
make a difference, and how we collectively can too. We will be helping the church set up food (like a
mini grocery store) where those who need food can come that Sunday and get it. We will be going to
the National Civil Rights Museum and Slave Haven. We have a sign up sheet in the foyer of the
church. We are trying to raise enough money and with the help of our Missions Committee and
Women's Fellowship, be able to keep the costs down for each individual.



| am sure there is more that | should be including and remembering to share with you, but my brain is
going to sleep. Time to go take more medicine and rest so | will take a paragraph from an article
published by the Alban Institute written by Bruce G. Epperly called Practicing the Presence of God in
Ministry for you to ponder. We all need to remember that we are all in ministry together.

"A passage from the Talmud proclaims that over every blade of grass, there is an angel whispering, “Grow,
grow.” This saying describes my understanding of practicing the presence of God in ministry. Practicing the
presence of God is about mindfulness and self-awareness. It’s about seeing the holy in the ordmnary as well as
the extraordinary events in life. It’s about promoting the growth of God’s work in peoples’ lives. If God is truly
omnipresent—and that means present everywhere and in every encounter—then each moment provides an
opportunity to receive and give God’s blessing, counsel, and wisdom. Each moment invites us not only to
experience divine inspiration but share to God’s wisdom with others."

May God's love shine in your life and heart,
Pastor Sue

e

| SEARCH COMMITTEE ANNOUNCED

I
I
The Search Committee whose job it is to search for the new pastor has been formed. We have a varied I
group of 8 members of HOPE church. The members include Chad Ludovissy, Andrew Buck, Melena
I Urbanowski, Erin Cordes, Viv Martin, Betty Hohensee, Gary Toomsen and Bob Cieslek. In two weeks' I
I time, the service on October 2nd, we will be having a congregational meeting to confirm this new I
committee and we need to have at least 20% of our number there so that means we need about 60
I people. Once they have been confirmed (affirmed?) their next step is to meet as a group and choose one I
I of their own to be the chair of the committee and also meet with Jonna Jensen our conference minister I
who will help lay out their journey and tasks along the road to getting HOPE a new and fantastic pastor.
This is very important step for the future of HOPE and as such, I am asking that you please make sure that I
you are at the service on the 2nd of October and stick around after for a quick meeting to help get this
I committee up and running. I
I
I
[

I Adrian Evans, Council President

L________________________

Register now! Gems of Hope is offering its Fall session of “What About Us?”
Saturday, October 15" at the new Sister Mary Lawrence Community Center, 420 6th St. SE Cedar
Rapids from 10am-2:30pm This is a fun, FREE program offering support for children ages 5-12 with a
family member facing cancer. Networking with licensed social workers are available for parents and
guardians during each session.

To register, please call 319-393-9681 or email gemsofhope3@aol.com

Partially funded by a grant from the Linn County Board of Supervisors Witwer Trust Fund.
|



callto:/+1319-393-9681
mailto:gemsofhope3@aol.com

“Adopt a Plot” Program to
Start in January at Hope

In January, Hope members will have the
chance to adopt a small plot of land for the
2012 year. There are 5 areas that will be
up for adoption:

1. Area under sign on 10th avenue
2. Area under sign by garage

3. 2 planters at steps

4. 2 planters at doors

5. Area under Pastor’s window

Hope members who “Adopta Plot”, will be
responsible for planting annuals in the
spring, weeding and watering through the
summer, and cleaning up their adopted
area in the fall. During the adoption
period, the family/person’s name will be
posted in the plot that they have adopted.
For example, a marker may read “This
garden has been adopted by the John
Wayne family for 2012”. In January of
2013,a new group of people will be
chosen to take care of these plots. The
objective of this program is to beautify the
outside of Hope, one little space at a time.

People who are interested in Adopting a
Plot, may sign up in the narthex in
November.

Normal Day,
Let me be aware of the treasure you
are.

-Mary Jean lron

Membership Enrichment
Committee Overflows
with Great Ideas!

The Membership Enrichment committee met
Thursday, September 15th. Those present
were Kayla Buck, Shelly Hatfield, Julie
Ludovissy, Mary Nus, Sarah Sherbon and Amy
Evans. We have some exciting projects in the
works: landscape adoption (see this
newsletter for further details), revamping our
nametags, updating the new member and
visitor packets, updating our church directory
and much more! Save the date for Member
Recognition Sunday on January 15th, We’ll be
recognizing Hope membership anniversaries
this day. It will be fun to see how long
everyone has been around!

As a reminder, please submit a photo of you
and your family (5x7 or smaller please) to the
church office for our new ‘Members of Hope’
bulletin board.

Membership will meet the second Thursday of
the month at 5:30 pm, if you're interested in

serving on this dynamic committee, contact
Kayla Buck.

Mentoring Luncheon

Sunday, October 2374 after worship
at Zio Johnno’s on
Center Point Road near the
Hy-vee Drug Store.




Sunday School News

Nearly 20 children and several teachers
started the Sunhday SChoo| Year Off
together with music, Sames, tie-dye ahd
Shacks oh September 11. The first unit of
study is Joseph and his brothers, followed
by a unit on Joseph in Egypt.

Christian Education Coordinator: Jenny
Thielman. Sunday school teachers:
Reganh Bloomquist, Sarah Sherbon,

Melena (Jrbanhowski, Cathy Evers, Jodi
Moretz, Mary Nus, Kayla Buck, Joan
Meier, Julie Ludovissy, [Laura Ogreen

and Becky Thompson.

Bn

Sunday school at Hope is every Sunhday
from 9am-10:15am for Kids ages 3 years
through 8" grade. Come and join the

this

Monthly Youth Group Meeting -
| starting Wednesday Qctober 5th

6:30 | -8:30 p.m. for youth grades 6-
12th. Meet with Jenny Thielman

at HOPE church. Qur first mission

will be to hame our group! Come on

‘ Wednesday, Qctober 5th with



your ideas! oihg forward meetings Will be held the first Wednesday of the month.
Our group Will learnh about [iVing out our faith inh everyday situations. TAle'll also plan
Variety of outings and mission projects together as a group. HOPE to see you there!
Questions please contaCt Jenny at 361.9425.

TRIVIA NIGHT!
Mission Moments for

Get your teams together for the 15t Annual September 2011
Hope UCC Trivia Night! The proceeds will p

benefit Hope Christian Ed. This eventwill be held How about a nice walk with some fun
Frldayci Nf"{ell‘;be_r 40 With7_530(§ial DL el people? The Crop Walk will be held on
pm and trivia beginning at 7:39. October 09,2011. The “walkers” who
What s a trivia night? It is a gathering of teams volunteer would appreciate anyone
comprised of 8 adults (18+ please) working that might sponsor them by signinga
together to answer questions related to any topic pledge for any amount of money per
on the planet. Our eventwill be hosted by mile walked. If vou feel hale and
Andrew Buck & John Nus and is sure to be a lot of Y ..

hearty, you are welcome to join the

fun! This is an event for all adults, so invite your _
neighbors, friends, coworkers, and family walk, itself.
members to be partof your 8 person team. If you
wish to participate as a couple or individual, we
will assemble a team for you.

Now that the weather has become
Costis $10 per person (please pay that evening), cooler, the Monday Morning Quilters
which includes a sandwich, games, payouts for the are back on the job. These ladies

top 3 teams and a donation. Please bring a snack volunteer to make quilts for various
to share and beverages of your choice (wine and places: The Veterans Hospital, The

beer are welcome). There is a pink signup sheet Li Proi Bovd C .
in the narthex for teams and individuals - space is inus Project, Jane Boyd Community

limited, so sign up today! If you have questions, House, Waypoint, Camp Courageous
talk to Andrew or Kayla Buck. and as baptismal quilts for Hope

babies.

More from Mission

projects:

1. Harrison School: Nine bags of items ranging from backpacks to softballs to
notebooks and “tons” of facial tissue were delivered to the school. Jeans, socks and a
jacket were also donated. Also, 184 Box Tops for Education will be given to the
school for their use.

2. Standing Rock Reservation: Donations of sports equipment have been received
for the Little Eagle School. Plansare being made for delivery soon.



3. Lions Club: 17 pairs of eyeglasses will be doing a “Second Act Scene” while 23
hearing aid batteries will be helping someone’s budget for “volume control.”

4. Linn Co.Food Bank: August2011 donations to the food bank totaled 12 bags of
food while September 2011 donations topped that number with 12 bags and 2
boxes of food.

NOTES FROM STEWARDSHIP

The Stewardship Committee is hard at work planning the annual stewardship campaign. The theme this
year is “Count Yourself Blessed.” We will use a variety of ways that will help us to know how blessed we
are as part of this community. We will be asking some folks to share how they have been blessed by Hope
so please when you are approached say “YES” joyfully. The campaign will start on October 9th and on

Stewardship Sunday, October 30th we will present our pledges and celebrate with a lunch.

We continue to work on the electronic giving program and by the beginning of the year all those who
wish to give their pledge this way should be able to. Watch for more information in the newsletter and in
announcements.

Reta Saylor, Stewardship Committee Chair

Worship & Music
is looking for YOU!

(Mentally insert old Uncle Sam image!)

If you've ever wondered what makes a worship service, wanted a voice in what happens in
worship, or just want a cool group to fellowship with that makes a difference inthe life of the
church, come check us out on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm.

The Worship & Music committee is also looking for people to share their gifts of music, dance,
art, or drama in worship. This includes your kids who are taking instrumental or dance lessons!
One way to work on the stage fright that kids often feel during auditions and recitals is to
share their efforts in church. If you feel led to share, please contact Karla or Pastor Sue.

Our committee isin the process of reviewing and updating the schedule for liturgists, accolytes
& communion preparers. If you are on any of these lists and wish to be removed or if you would
like to be added, please let us know!

Another project that we will soon be working on is "storganizing" the worship closet. This
includes making more efficient use of the space we have by increasing/altering shelving,
removing items that don't belong, making an inventory of our banners/organizing them better,



and generally making that space more user friendly. We hope that everyone enjoyed Sara Kay's
contribution fo worship & her concert!
Karla Grauberger, Worship and Music Committee Chair

Women’s
Fellowship News f :Z‘ ! L f O RU j\/l
a HUMAN RIGHTS CELEBRATION
of Church Women United

All women are invited

There will be a Women’s
Fellowship meeting on
October 3rd at 7pm. Come
to the meeting and get the
latest details about the
new cook book. We will
also discuss the
Thanksgiving meal and
Once Again Christmas
plus much, much more!
See you all there!

Wednesc[ay, Septemﬁer 28, 2011

9:00 am. Continental Breakfast ($3.00)
9:45 am. Program, with Speaker

ST. MARK’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
4700 — Johnson Avenue N.W.
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Sp eaker: Rev. Courtney Ball

Foumler an& Co-Director,

Matthew 25 Ministry & “Block By Block”
(A Freewill Oﬁ[enng will be ta’een)

Those ai‘tenJmZ may Imng items for local charities and shelters.
(Suggestions: hygiene proa’ucts paper proJucts)

The Good Death,
Good Grief,
Good Funerals

Finding Our Place on the
Continuum of Care -
Friday, October 7, 2011 s

For more information, or to request child care,
10am-1pm

please phone Marilyn Runau (377-8609)

Coralville Performing Arts
Center, 1301 5th Street,
Coralville

Mowing Schedule through end of Season
More information on the

bulletin board in the narthex. September 25-October 1 Chad Ludovissy

October 2-8 Roger Frederick
October 9-15 Bill Thompson

October 16-22 Mel Krause



Report from your Friendship Committee

v Saturday, October 1: A trip is planned to go to an open house at a buffalo ranch south of
Tama. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex.

Please read the details and hopefully sign up and join us at Hope @ 8:30 am to car pool.

v Sunday, October 16: Join in the fun, food and fellowship at Gwen's restaurant in Lisbon .
We plan to leave after worship. If you'd likem to carpool just ask. There will be a signup
sheet in the narthex.

v Fundraiser: A silent auction is being planned to start in November. Watch for more
information coming soon!

Betty Hohensee, Friendship Committee Chair

Desserts with Hope;
A Pleasant Night for All!

Many gathered on Sunday night, August 28 for an evening of
terrific desserts provided by the Friendship Committee and
wonderful music provided by Jeffrey C. Capps. Thanks to the
Christian Ed Committee for spearheading Hope's first event of
this kind. It was a very relaxing night-beautiful weather, great
fellowship, kids playing games in the yard and fantastic
desserts and ice cream. Thank you to everyone who helped
support “Desserts with Hope”! From hanging door hangers,
putting signs in your yards, baking, building a stage, spiffying
up the lawn, taking photos, bringing your friends, lending a
sound system; many hands helped make this night great!
THANK YOU!




Hope Happenings....news from your Hope Friends!

We took a trip to Door County Wisconsin with close friends. Bill caught a 17 Ib. salmon-yummy
yummy. We attended a lobster boil the lobster was 2 Ibs. We later attended a fish boil oh what fun
that was. Ate cherries till the cows came home and oh my, the fudge we consumed. We did quite a bit
of shopping and hit a few wineries. The weather was in the 70's during the daytime and in the 50's at
night. It was my friend Jayne's first time camping since she was a child. She likes camping the way
we do it, our motor coach is just grand to travel in. — Nancy Lehman

Sarah Sherbon took a new position with Transamerica Capital Management.

The weekend of 9/11, Greg Sohl participated in two memorial concerts with his parents in Marble
Falls, TX. The concert and the preceding ceremonies honored local first responders, many of whom
were in attendance, active and veteran military as well as all those who lost their lives on that tragic
day. The concert consisted of a mix of patriotic and sacred music. Greg enjoyed singing a trio with his
parents as part of "This Land is Your Land". The evening was very moving and raised money for the
local 100 Club, which supports families of injured and fallen first responders.

Greg spent the remainder of the week in San Antonio hosting his company's customers at their user's
conference.

Pastor Margaret Debner attended the UCC Pension Board Annuitant Seminar in Providence RI
September 23-25. She is the called Annuitant Visitor for the eastern part of lowa including north to
south from Keokuk to Waukon and east to west from Cedar Falls to Bettendorf. Her duties include
contacting the 69 annuitants once each year to ascertain their physical, spiritual and financial well
being and to express the gratitude and concern of the UCC for those who have served so faithfully. She
finds this to be a very interesting and rewarding ministry that allows her to getto know some very
special people and keep the Conference informed of their well being. The UCC is the only mainline
denomination that intentionally extends a Call to visitors for retirees and their spouses or beneficiaries.

Bob and Kathy Lander traveled to North Carolina to visit Bob's brother for a few days. The first two
days there were hot and sticky, then the cold front went through and it cooled off dramatically. Bob
learned how to drive a jetski and REALLY enjoyed it. They then traveled north to visit Washington, DC,
for a couple of days, then on home.

Zane and Delores Sharp, Deb Strunk, Bev Daws and Lois Bennett went to Algona, la on Labor
Day, September 5, to attend the memorial service for Marry Ellen West, wife of Hope’s former
minister, Chuck West. Condolences to Mary Ellen’s family from all of us at Hope Church.

HOPEful Accolades!

» Hope members he]ped fill our buckets with lots of cards after Jesse’s accident. Thanks! Melena Urbanowski

» 1 appreciate the flexibility of our congregation to have a meaningful worship even without our pastor. Linda
Toomsen

» Kudos to Mary Nus for the new sign on 10" Avenue! Many have commented on it. — Lois Bennett

» Thank you to the Friendship Committee, the Christian Ed Committee and musician Jeff Capps for putting together a
really fun night “in our yard” at the end of August. It was great.

» Thank you to everyone who volunteered to bring snacks for Sunday school for the month of September! The sign up
sheet filled right up! Hope is a giving church.



Meet Hope’s New Secretary-——Karen Seltrecht

Karen Seltrecht was hired this summer and began working at Hope mid -July. She has had lots of
challenges already, including a first day with no phone and repeated days without internet or a
working computer. It seems Karen is going to getall the hard stuff out of the way in the beginning! At

Karen'’s favorites:
Carl and Karen celebrated their 50th

wedding anniversary in April. Movie:

Man on Fire
They have three sons and a
niece/daughter . They are also Restaurant:
blessed with two granddaughters, Mexican
ages 20 and 13. All live in lowa.

Book/Author
Before retiring, Carl taught school The Help
and was a carpenter. He also Mysteries...

worked for Linn County as a building

inspector. Placeto visit:

Karen’s most important and favorite Antelope Canyon, AZ

“job” has been being a mom and
homemaker.

I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
: The Seltrecht’s are from this area. : The Book Thief
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I

Karen, in spite of all the challenges
youave had at Hope Kar en’ Hobbi es and Il nt ¢

something that has gone well!! Karen has lots of interests, Photography is a
great one. Shooting nature, abstract, and flowers.
And of course the amily.

“Everyone has been so helpful and
encouraging. | am anxious to get the “new”

behind me and do the same for Hope_" Pickleball, hiking and watching sports. lowa
Hawkeyes, Arizona Diamondbacks, and the
Cubs.

Card Stamping and digital scrapbooking has
been a long time favorite.

Playing board games and cards.

Ka ren ’ S | have been a wlunteer for the American Cancer
Societyfor years. Working with Relay for Life,
A ACS adwocate and Reach to Recower.
motto:

| am also a Mary Kay Consultant.

Sml l e y | love being with people and making them feel
good about themselves.




Serving Hope for October 2011

Date Liturgist Friendship Nursery Scrip

10/2 M. Grauberger Moretz C. & D. Struck Lander

10/9 D. Willhite Eden D. Wooldridge & Krause
M. Abernathey

10/16 J. Nus Duffy A. & K. Buck Lander

10/23 N. Kotalik N. Lehman J. & M. Meier Krause

10/30 R. Feuss W. Mayer Lander

Head Usher: Jack & June Wittwer

Communion Leader: Bob & Marilyn SImon

Ushers/Greeters: Jack & June Wittwer, Bob & Marilyn Simon, Lee Howren, Ken & Wendi Shaffer, Austin Shaffer,
Adrian & Amy Evans, Alex Evans, Kevin & Ruth Vial, Jake Vial, Rusty & Lori Schlacke

Serving Hope in November 2011

Date Liturgist Friendship Nursery Scrip
11/6 R. Grauberger Neumann I. Faye & L. Bennett Saylor
11/13 M. Garrison Knapper T. & T. Brendes Krause
11/20 A.Evans Abbe Center Dinner D. & A. Gruwell Lander
11/27 A. Gruwell Evans D. &]. Neumann Saylor

Head Usher: Bill and Becky Thompson

Communion Leader: Margaret Debner

Ushers/Greeters: Bill, Becky & Rachel Thompson, Margaret Debner, Vicki Brendes, Betty Venis, Larry & Peggy
Knapper, Garry Knapper, Melody Knapper, Vayla Waddington, Bob Burget, Bob & Kathy Lander.
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God is
Still Speaking....



