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Hope’s New Basketball Hoop 

With a goal to encourage physical fitness as well as 

spiritual fitness at Hope, a high quality basketball hoop 

was purchased last fall. Once the ground softened this 

spring, John Nus, Adrian Evans and Andrew Buck dug a 

hole for the hoop on the Southeast end of Hope’s parking 

lot.  We just need the ball and the players! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL CHURCH 
POTLUCK!!!! 

All Hope members are invited on May 15! 
 

Jonna Jensen will preach during 10:30 worship! 
Afterwards, we will fill up on everyone’s 
potluck yummies and Jonna will present 

information about the Pastoral Search process. 
Look for the sign up in the narthex or call the 

office to let us know you are coming  
(and what you are bringing to eat!). 

Hope Church Garage Sale 

June 2, 3 and 4! 

LOTS of help needed!  

More information inside! 

Pastor Sue’s Transition Team: 
Dan Evers 

Faye Cieslek 
Bev Daws 

Mel Krause 
These folks will be our interim ambassadors. I 

share with them what we need to accomplish 

during this interim time, and they, knowing 

Hope, help me do that.  

 

 



From Pastor Sue….. 
 

Dear Friends and Members of Hope UCC, 

Thanks again to those hearty folk who helped me with stage 2 of moving.  And yes I know that I have way 

too much stuff.  If you have moved, you know the ups and downs and the chaos moving causes. There is 

chaos when starting a new ministry and moving.  Does it feel that way for you, too?  With the busyness of 

beginning this interim and Lent starting at about the same time, we are off and running.  One of the hazards 

is that we don't know each other well enough yet to know what works and what might not work.  I had 

hoped to have regular office times so that you could count on my being at the office when you called.  

Sometimes that has worked and sometimes hospital and other visits has put a wrench in those plans.  So 

why don't I try again by saying generally I am at the church Monday - Thursday from 10 a.m. until 

evening. And because of night meetings, I am generally at the church Monday and Tuesday evenings.  I am 

willing to schedule a time with you and set time aside for you.  If you want a "one on one" time, please call 

and we'll make arrangements.  If you don't want any "formal" time, but just want to drop by, please feel 

free to just drop in.   

 

It has come to my attention that there are a few people uncomfortable with my not answering e-mails 

through the weekend.  I don't go on line on my days off and many times am out of town, but I do check my 

home phone for messages on Saturday (319-265-7884) and the church's phone on Sunday morning (319-

393-2400).  I have recently had to take my days off and go to Grinnell to try and get the house ready to put 

it on the market.  I am sorry if you have felt that you didn't know how to reach me.  I know it will take some 

getting use to, my understanding is that Fritz was in the church office on Fridays and took Mondays off.  I 

do the opposite.  If you want to spend some time with me, get to know me, invite me over or stop by the 

office.  I enjoy meeting people.  I will enjoy getting to know you a little better too. 

 

May's schedule is full including the weekends.  I will be out of town on the 13th and 14th - (our 

granddaughter's 7th birthday celebration in St. Louis MO) and the 27th and 28th, in Grinnell for stage 3 

(final stage) of the move.  Sometime between now and then I need to finish packing the garage, basement 

so the final move can happen.  Prayers needed.  :) 

 

The youth are having a faith retreat May 6th and 7th.  This is for middle and high school youth, the 

overnight part is for both.  It is on prayer.  I would like interested adults to be willing to come in and share 

a particular part of the retreat with the youth.  So the youth will be staying at the church from Friday night, 

6 p.m. until 3 p.m. Saturday afternoon, but the adults can come for the pieces that interest them.  The faith 

retreat's theme is PRAYER.  See the schedule for the Youth Retreat elsewhere in the newsletter. 

 

On May 15th, Rev. Jonna Jensen will be preaching and then leading a workshop on "The Search for New 

Pastoral Leadership in the UCC".  We will get an overview on the whole search process and then some more 

specifics about our local church profile.  This is an overview and introduction.  Please join us for worship 

and then potluck with the workshop beginning at 12:15 and going until around 1:15.   

 

On May 21st, Reed Thompson and Angela Guilford will be married!  Congratulations to them.  Rehearsal 

will be on the 20th.  

(continued on next page) 



(continued from last page) 

 

On May 22nd we are honoring our graduates in our worship service, also it is the last day of Sunday school 

for our school year, rewards and bibles will be given out. 

 

On Memorial Weekend I hope to make my final move from Grinnell.  If you can help me unload on the 28th, 

please let me know.  If it ends up being a bad time for me to have help, I'll try to deal with it. You all have 

been very generous with your time. Again, I have appreciated so much your willingness to help us out by 

unloading the 2 trucks so far.  Thanks again. 

 

Worship Time Change for Summer begins June 5th.  We worship at 9:30 a.m.  As a way of making the 

change and doing something unique to mark that day, YOU ARE INVITED to bring your pets to be blessed.  

In order to have some kind of order to this chaos, we need to make sure you have them on a leash, in a 

crate, or somehow contained so that we don't have any mishaps or altercations.  We will have this service 

outside if the weather is nice, if it is raining then we will move to plan B which is everyone is invited to 

bring a picture of their pet and we will be inside for worship.  But because the carpets have been cleaned 

and the weddings scheduled, we won't be wanting pets in the church building. 
 

June 12th is Pentecost and the Sunday that we will be confirming most of our youth who are ready.  We 

have already bumped into an unavoidable conflict with one family so that another confirmation date will 

be set later.  More in June's newsletter. 
 

With my e-mail being hacked and the computer problems I've encountered, the mid-week mailing has 

fallen upon the secretary.  I will give her notes to put in for that mailing but for now that is who will be 

sending them out. Thanks Mary, you have been a great help.  
 

It has come to my attention that people would like to hear more often from me.  That is so nice.  Just like 

Hope UCC Council and committee members are working at over communicating, I will work on that too. 

Intentional interim work is very different than longer "called" pastorates.  We have to move along quite 

quickly in accomplishing our tasks and it is more about being friendly than making friends.  As your 

temporary shepherd, I am open to your saying to me - "Slow down, help us get on board with you, explain 

your thinking about this or that"....   
 

Last month I mentioned that I enjoy bowling and golf though I'm not good at either.  I forgot to mention 

that I am open to you inviting me to play golf or go bowling with you.  I don't have plans to initiate a church 

wide golf or bowling outing, but I am happy to put something on my calendar with you. 
 

I am planning on having a couple picnic times scheduled at our home over the summer.  I enjoy grilling and 

having a fun "game night".  Hope you can come.  Probably I'll plan for one in July and one in August. 
 

This letter is getting long, so for now, let me say that I am enjoying my time at Hope UCC very much.  I am 

loving ministry with you and find being with you delightful.  It is my hope that I can get to know more of 

you even better.  And welcome home "snow birds", I hope to get to know you, too. 

 

In Christ,     

Pastor Sue 

 



News from  
Christian Ed!!! 

 
Christian Ed is staying busy finishing up the Sunday 

school year and planning summer activities including 

Vacation Bible School. 

Mark your calendars for July 14 -17 for a space-themed 

VBS.  Cathy Evers has graciously volunteered to be the 

VBS Chair.  First Congregational UCC will be joining us. 

 We’re looking forward to a good time with lots of kids 

(tell your friends and relatives!).    

Hope’s first Family Fun Night will be August 28th. 

Tentative plans include an ice cream social, cook out 

and games/activities for all ages.  CE would like to turn 

this into a quarterly event – stay tuned for further 

details.  

CE plans to hire a paid nursery attendant starting next 

fall pending approval from the Council.  This person 

will serve in the nursery every week, along with one 

Hope volunteer.  The job description for the CE 

Coordinator (formerly the CE Director) has been re-

written and the search for that position will continue 

as well.  

Sunday School’s Year End Pajama Day Celebration will 

be May 22nd.  Wear your favorite PJs, bring your teddy 

bear and we'll have a fun celebration to end our year.   

The next CE meeting will be  

May 11th at 6 pm at church 

 

 

 

Youth Faith Retreat: May 6 & 7 

Kids aged 6th grade- 12th grade are invited to Hope’s 

Youth Faith Retreat! Get signed up on the sheet in 

the narthex!  

Friday, May 6 

6pm- Supper provided, games and activities 

7pm-“Praying with Words”: Lord’s prayer, Serenity 

Prayer and other written prayers that are meaningful 

8:10-8:30pm- Break 

8:30pm- “Prayer with Action”: Introduction of 

healing prayers, drumming, and movement as prayer 

10pm- Break 

10:30pm Movie with popcorn and snacks 

Midnight- There will be designated areas for sleep 

and for those who want to stay up and play games.  

Saturday, May 7 

8am-Rise and shine, breakfast time! 

9am-“Prayer Beads”- Making prayer beads and 

discussion on how they are used in different religious 

traditions including Christian. 

10:30am-Break 

11am-“Guided Meditation”: Sitting in God’s spirit, 

using our imaginations to open up to God 

12:30pm- Lunch 

1pm-“Prayer Shawls”: Knitting prayers (Knitters 

needed to help teach! Contact Pastor Sue!) 

2:30pm-Closing Healing Prayer Service 

3pm-Retreat Ends 

Items to Bring: appropriate pajamas, sleeping bag, 

pillow, snacks to share, soda, wii, Playstation with 

appropriate games to play.  

It’ll be lots of fun!  Sign up today!  

 

Have a concern at Hope? Your church has a Parish Relations Committee available for all 

members.  The purpose of this committee is to help members solve problems.  Issues from 

“anonymous” are not considered. Please be willing to seek solutions. Parish Relations Committee 

members are:  Adrian Evans, Andrew Buck, Marlene Hunt, Mary Nus, Dan Evers, and Ken Shaffer.  



From the Stewardship Committee: 

We received a combination of $1631.15 for One Great Hour of Sharing and the Earthquake offering.  More 

importantly 52 families participated in One Great Hour of Sharing.  Our goal was 50 families.  Thanks to all 

that participated in these special offerings. 

The committee is researching electronic giving for pledges for those that are interested.  We will take to the 

council for their recommendation and then proceed as directed.  We will keep the members of the 

congregation informed as we move forward with this. 

We are promoting May as scrip month.  Did you know that only about 20% of our members buy scrip?  Did 

you know that if you use scrip for purchases, the church receives a percentage set by the business?  If you 

don’t understand scrip and how it works, talk to Bob or Kathy Lander or a member of the Stewardship 

Committee. 

May is a perfect month to use scrip.   Are you going out to a restaurant for Mother’s Day?  Scrip cards are 

available for many of our local restaurants.  Do you need to buy a graduation gift and don’t know what to 

get?  How about a gift card from one of our merchants?  Spring is also a great time for refurbishing and 

planting your flowers and garden.  Lowe’s, Home Depot and Menards cards are available.  Profits from the 

scrip program have assisted the church financially in providing for items needed, but not budgeted for.  In 

2010, scrip paid or helped pay for a new computer for the office, virus software, new narthex chairs, two 

window air conditioners, and a basketball hoop.  The total dollars spent from the scrip account on those 

items was $2156.  Just think what we could do if more members purchased scrip.  Using scrip is just one 

more way to support the mission of Hope and it doesn’t cost you anymore than you would spend anyway.  

If you have not used scrip in the past, please consider trying it. 

In June we will have a special offering we have not participated in before.  It is Strengthen the Church and 

goes for monies to help churches that are working to revitalize and for church start-ups.  There will be 

more information on the offering in the June newsletter. 

 

Helping the Earth 

                Being GREEN with Hope 
Donate your empty prescription bottles at Hope. When your 

prescription bottles are empty, wash, remove the labels and any 

sticky substance and place them in the tote under the table outside 

the office. Thanks to Irene Fay, who collects the bottles and takes 

them to the Free Clinic when our tote is full! The Free Clinic reuses 

the bottles.  

Did you know, that Mel Krause is Hope’s recycling elf? When you 

place your bulletin, meeting papers, cardboard or tin cans and clean 

plastic cups into Hope’s many recycling containers, Mel is the one who collects the items and makes sure it gets 

to the recycling center. Please be sure to place ONLY RECYCLABLES in these containers, so Mel does not have to 

sort through garbage- ewwww!!!! Thanks for making a difference, Mel!  



 

From the Office 
Well, I made it through Holy Week without too much fumbling. Easter finished up just in time to start 

work on May’s newsletter. Never a dull moment!  

While working as secretary in the Hope Office the last couple of months, I have learned a few things.   

For instance, when someone tells me something concerning church business on Sunday morning, I 

think in my head, “I will remember to take care of that when I come into the office on Tuesday.” But 

sometimes I forget! I’d like to ask your help with this.  If you have some church business, please 

write it down and hand it to me, leave it on the secretary desk, or email it to me at 

hopeucc2@q.com.  This will greatly increase successful operation of my memory! I may still mix up 

or forget stuff, but having things written down from you, will reduce that “forgetful percentage”.  

I have been adding more information to Midweek News and each Sunday’s bulletin. Midweek 

News will be printed and displayed on the narthex bulletin board for non-email users to read. Last 

week I categorized things in Midweek News- Hope events first and outside Hope events later in the 

email. I appreciate feedback from you about including all this extra information in Midweek News.  

If you share information with Pastor Sue or myself and would like it in the Midweek News or the 

Bulletin Announcements, please say exactly that when you tell us. Sometimes people are just sharing 

information for the office to be aware, and sometimes people want it shared with others. I may forget 

to ask, “ Would you like this in Midweek News?”. Maybe between the two of us, we’ll remember.  

You can help with communication at Hope by writing all meetings and events on the master 

calendar that hangs outside the office door.  This calendar is used for creating the newsletter 

calendar, the website calendar and it is referred to when reserving a room or scheduling a meeting. 

It’s really helpful when everything is written in one place.  

Please sign in on the pew pads each Sunday so we can keep accurate records of Hope’s attendance. 

It is important to invite guests and first-time visitors sign in as well; and to include their mailing 

address, phone and/or email.  This happens best when we model signing in with all that information 

as members, before passing the pew pad to our first time visitors.  

We are trying to post more pictures of Hope events in the newsletter and on the website.  If you 

take clear photos of church events, and would like to share them in the newsletter please email to 

hopeucc2@q.com. If you’d like them shared on the website, email Paul at paul@thenusfamily.com. 

Including a little blurb about what is happening in the photo helps too! You can also post your pics 

on Hope’s facebook page!  

Thanks a lot for everyone’s support and patience while I find my way around the office at Hope. I 

also appreciate the opportunity to substitute teach a day or two a week. So thanks for your flexibility 

as well! 

Here is my May window…… 

Happy Spring,  Mary 
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Greetings Hope Members!  

Spring is here, summer will be 

quickly approaching and Hog Wild 

Days will be here before we know 

it!  The dates this year are 

Thursday-Sunday June 16th-19th. 

 We are hoping and praying for more cooperative weather this 

year, as I am sure everyone can remember the storms from 

last year.   

We will be putting sign up sheets in the narthex in the next 

week or two.  The time slots for each shift are approximately 

four hours.    Grab some buddies and get yourselves signed up! 

 If you have some friends or family that are not members at 

Hope, feel free to bring them along to work and have fun.  If 

you are not able to work, we will have a list of items that we 

need donated.  Any and all help is greatly appreciated. 

This is one of the biggest annual fundraisers for Hope, and we 

are getting psyched up to have an outstanding year. Let's pray 

for wonderful weather and a great big turn out at Hog Wild 

Days.   

If you have any questions, concerns, or comments please feel free 

to contact me at 573-5114 or rainbowsun76@yahoo.com, Joe 

Sherbon at 350-8895 

Kevin Vial 310-3115  

or Ruth Vial at 310-0360. 

Thanks! 

Sarah Sherbon 

Women of Hope 

On April 4, 2011, 15 members of the 

Hope’s Women Group met.  We 

discussed the upcoming Spring 

Boutique including advertising and 

changes to the postcards.  We did 

mail out postcards using our current 

mailing.  The head of each Boutique 

Department reported that they were 

ready for the Sale and had their crews 

lined up for Saturday. 

We formed a Cookbook Committee 

with the goal of getting a new edition 

of the Hope CookBook out by the 

2012 Boutique.  Julie Ludovissy, Laura 

Ogreen,  

Rhonda Kaczinski and Nancy Kotalik 

are spearheading the committee. 

Our next Meeting will by May 16, at 

7PM at the Church.   

Hope to see you all there! 

 

Vacation Bible School coming this Summer to Hope!!!!  
 
Hope UCC and First Congregational UCC invite all children ages three through 5th grade to 
GLACTIC BLAST: A COSMIC ADVENTURE PRAISING GOD! Vacation Bible School.  Children will 
become cadets on the starship Galactic Praise as we learn more about our wonderful, incredible, 
amazing, magnificent, awesome universe and God---in a whole new way!  The fun begins Thursday 
evening July 14th and ends Sunday July 17th at Hope UCC, 150 9th Avenue in Hiawatha. 

 
Each galactic mission includes a Bible story in the Good News Galaxy, along with science activities 
at the Orbital Observatory, music at Moon & Tunes, art projects at Cosmic Crafts, games at 
Rocket Rec, and a snack at the Astro Bistro.  To be a part of all the excitement at GLACTIC 
BLAST: A COSMIC ADVENTURE PRAISING GOD!, call Cathy Evers at 396-6753 or the church 
office at 393-2400. 

  

mailto:rainbowsun76@yahoo.com
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Hello HOPErs, 

Just a quick message this time from the President, but it is pretty serious. Please note that with Fritz 
leaving and Pastor Sue coming in, things are bound to, are going to, and will change. One of the main 
things that we need people to undertake is to understand that the office is a workspace. The Pastor’s 
office is her workspace and although some things were allowed to slide by Fritz, there are some things 
that are just not acceptable anymore. One example is that a Sunday School student was found by 
Pastor Sue in her office reading the Pastor’s mail.  Although this may seem like it is actually the 
Church’s mail, imagine your embarrassment if it was a letter that you wrote to the Pastor about your 
personal life that someone was reading. We can all agree that this is just unacceptable, so parents, 
please make sure that your kids are out of Pastor Sue’s office unless she invites them in. 
  
The second issue is along the same lines, basically to ask everyone to stay off the computer in the 
office.  As we expand both in membership and in ministry, the computer is used more and more for 
financial items.  The secretary, whomever it is or will be in the future, is also responsible for keeping 
track of appointments for Pastor Sue and although this may seem pretty innocent, again, imagine if you 
were struggling in your life and were to meet with your Pastor and then all of a sudden people were 
asking questions about why you were meeting, etc. It would feel like an invasion of your privacy.  The 
financial secretary and the treasurer also use the computer to keep track of the donations and the 
Church’s financials, so this is yet another reason for us to ensure that privacy~ I don’t know how much 
you give and I don’t want to know, nor do I want you to know how much I give. Those decisions about 
money are private between you and God, and your bank account. So let’s keep it that way! 
  
To end with, please stay out of the Pastor’s office and keep the kids, middle school and high schoolers 
especially, off of the computer in the office. 
  
This is non-negotiable. 
  
We are looking at getting a different computer for use in the room formerly known as the tent room, and 
this will be made available for the kids to work on homework and check email, etc, but until that time, 
they are not allowed on the office computers.  Parents, please help us enforce this and talk to your kids 
about this. I have already started telling the kids whom I catch to get off the computer, but if you could 
also talk to them, it will make it that much easier for everyone. 
  
Have a great month and be sure to visit the Boutique this weekend as well. Congratulations to those 

who were responsible for getting the advertisement on KCRG’s “mug shots”, great idea and should be 

good attendance because of that. 

Adrian Evans, Council President 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  Hope Vacation Bible School 
July 14 – 15 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm               

July 16 9:00 am – 2:00 pm                

July 17 9:00 am – 11:30 am 

Students wanted!  Teachers wanted! Its always a GREAT time!  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We want your recipes! 

The recently formed Hope Church Cookbook Committee is asking for  help! We need your best, your favorite, your 

most sought after recipes for a new Hope UCC Cookbook.  We would like recipes from ever member of Hope.  It 

doesn’t matter if you are a kitchen wizard or can only make Mac and Cheese, your recipes will make for a great 

cookbook.   

We will have recipe forms available at Church.  Take a few and write in your favorite dishes, yummy cookies, 

appetizing appetizers, or tasty barbeque sauces.  Then bring the forms to the Church and drop them off in the 

recipe box located in the Narthex.   

With your help our cookbook will become a favorite source for your cooking needs! 

Questions or comments?  Please contact one of your Hope Cookbook Committee members: 

Nancy Kotalik - Co-Chair       Julie Ludovissy - Co-Chair    Rhonda Kaczinski - Art Director 

                 Laura Ogreen – Marketing Director         Mallory Abernathy - Culinary Advisor 

 

Opportunities with HOPE 

WANTED: A new or gently used computer 

(lap or desk top) to be set up and used by 

Hope’s youth and others who do not have 

computer access at home. Contact the office 

for details.  

WANTED: Volunteer to cut back the 

ornamental grasses in Hope’s front yard rock 

garden. This commitment would be a one shot 

deal.  

WANTED: Volunteer to change the message 

on our Hope Sign near the shed.  This would 

need to be performed weekly or 2 times a 

month. Messages for the sign will be provided 

for you. Contact the office.  

HOPE OFFICE: 393-2400 

hopeucc2@q.com 

 

Tree Removal at Hope 
 
The Building & Property Committee 
needs volunteers to assist in removing 
the three pine trees behind the 
garage, on Saturday May 14th. 8 A.M. 
Chain saws provided. 
 
We will also be cleaning up behind the 
garage and will need a couple of 
pickups to run to the landfill on 
County Home Road.  Bring a tarp to 
cover the load. 
 
Jim Wooldridge 
Building and Property Committee Chair 

 



Hope Happenings 

Margaret Debner was chosen for the 2011 Warren Coleman Service Award for excellence in service 

by the Cedar Rapids Noon Lions club.  She is the secretary of the club, chair of the KidSight vision 

screening program that served 1000 children in 2010-11, chair of the Lions Bake Sale and Habitat for 

Humanity meals and one of the club chaplains.  Margaret donates approximately 800 hours a year to 

Lions.  Congrats Margaret! 

On May 9th Bill & Nancy Lehman are taking Makayla Lehman to Olive Garden for spaghetti. It is a 

family tradition for all of their grandchildren’s first birthdays.  If Bill's recovery goes well the Lehman’s 

will be heading to Charlotte, North Carolina for two weeks. The first week will be spent at Top Sail 

Island enjoying the sights and hopefully seeing some of the sea turtles. The rest of the time will be 

spent in their motor home on the corner Morehead and 29th up the street from Charlotte Motor 

Speedway. They are going to the All Star race the Nationwide and Coke 600. Bill & Nancy will celebrate 

their 41st anniversary in NC!  Happy Anniversary! 

Congratulations Ben Mayer for passing his Yellow Belt Tae Kwon Do test and advancing to Orange 

Belt.  Nice Work! 

Laura Ogreen's oldest son, Brandon, will be leaving the Gazette after working there 12 years to seek a 

new adventure in Colorado with his wife.  Morgan Ogreen accepted a job and they are getting ready to 

sell their home.  Moving starts this month-WOW.  Keep them in your prayers.  Morgan's mom and step 

dad live there, as well as many other family members who are excited for their arrival.  Laura is 

excited for them, and sad to see them trek off to the west-she'll be saving up for a road trip-YAY...they 

are all celebrating life's journey! 

Sarah Sherbon had ACL surgery on April 19th.  Best wishes for a speedy recovery Sarah! 

Eve Sherbon learned how to crawl recently – look out world!    

Dena Struck will be graduating from Mount Mercy University on May 22, 2011 @ 1pm.  She will be 

getting a BBA in Accounting, a BBA in Human Resources and a minor in Economics.   Way to go Dena! 

Rachel Thompson has been invited to attend the Iowa High Performance Volleyball Camp. Five 
tryouts were held around the state for positions to attend the camp. She was one of the 60 chosen out 
of nearly 600 players who tried out.  She will spend 4 days at William Penn University in Oskaloosa 
from June 11 to 14.  While at the camp she will be coached by former USA Olympic Volleyball Coaches 
and other division 1 college coaches.   Alright, Rachel!  
 
Amy Evans had corrective eye surgery on April 15. She is recovering well, but she says, “things are a 
still a little hazy, so I might not see you across the building” :-) 
 
Marti Garrison has started a business “Companion Gardener; Your Helping Hands”.  If you or 
someone you know, needs help with gardening indoors or out, give her a call 541-7424.  



 

 

 

 

Too Cute Not to Share 
Pastor Sue was blessed with a cuddly and sleepy Callie Jo 
Buck on April 3rd during the Christian Education meeting.  

Callie, who turned 1 on the 19th of April, is well known for 
her hugging and cuddling.  We are glad you are part of 
Hope’s future Callie!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lawn Mowing for May and June 

May 1-7-Mel Krause 

May 8-14-Gary Toomsen 

May 15-21-Kevin Vial 

May 22-28 Bob Cieslek 

May 29-June 4 Dan Evers 

June 5-11-Charles Struck 

June 12-18 Jim Wooldridge 

June 19-25- Alex Evans & Lavern Hines 

June 26-July 2- A. Buck 

If you cannot mow on the week you 

are scheduled try to trade with 

someone. If that doesn’t work, call Jim 

Wooldridge, if that doesn’t work call 

the office. 

 

Changes in “The Window” 

Hope’s newsletter “The Window” may look a little differently 

from now on. All committee chairs are working on submitting 

a report for the newsletter every month! A great way to keep 

everyone informed about Hope committee work! The 

committee reports will be presented in the narrative form as 

opposed to meeting minutes. If you would like to view 

meeting minutes from any committee, you can contact the 

committee chair, or call the office (or stop in) and the 

secretary will show them to you.  

Another change you may notice is that the financial report 

will not be included in the “online” newsletter. If you receive 

“The Window” online and would like a copy of the financials, 

you can pick up a hardcopy at church on the last Sunday of 

the month.  

If you have information you would like to share in “The 

Window”, please watch the calendar for newsletter deadlines.  

Comments or suggestions about the newsletter are 

welcomed. This is, after all, YOUR newsletter! : > 

 

Friendship 

Committee 

News 
Sunday May 8th- Mother’s Day, 

we will honor all mothers 

present at worship with 

flowering plants.  

 

Sunday, May 22nd- All those 

from Hope that will be 

graduating from high school 

and college will be honored 

during Fellowship after 

worship.  



Hope’s Vision Committee Gearing up for More Work in May!! 

House church meetings were held last summer, where information was collected from many members 

of Hope concerning our vision for the future. Lots of great ideas were shared! The information was put 

into spreadsheets. Since Fritz announced his retirement in October, we took a break from Vision Work 

and instead focused on planning a retirement party and hiring an interim pastor.  

Hope is growing and cramping and stretching and changing! And though we are in between called 

pastors, that does not mean that we stop thinking about our future! 

The Vision Committee will meet on Monday night, May 23rd at 7pm to appoint a chairperson, analyze 

the data collected from house churches and make a plan to share that information with the 

congregation.  Hope Church: Moving forward!  

Thanks  and HOPEful Accolades 

I love it when Hope’s young ones feel like they can 

participate in our music ministry! Good job Kate! -

Mindy Hatcher 

 

Hope is very understanding that I like to be vocal 

during service.  

–Eve Sherbon 

 

I’d like to thank everyone for their prayers and concerns, after my 

granddaughter Jenni lost little Ariana a few minutes after she was 

born. – Bev Zacek 

 

Many thanks for the prayers, visits and cards during my recent surgery 

and rehab. A special thanks to Pastor Sue for her visits. Your 

kindnesses are greatly appreciated.  

Love, Lloyd Hohensee 

 

Thank you for your prayers at the time of my back 

surgery, your support means a lot.  

-Bill Lehman 

 

Thank you to the little elf who brought me a 

beautiful gerbera daisy on secretary’s day!  You’re 

the best! – Mary Nus 

Pilgrim Heights 

Needs You! 
Get outdoors and help Pilgrim 

Heights Retreat Center clean up 

after the winter and prepare 

for a summer of camps and 

retreats.  If you haven’t been to 

Pilgrim Heights (just west of the 

Mesqwaki Casino on HWY. 30- 

yeah, you know where it is ;> ), 

it is a beautiful, quiet, outdoor 

retreat area  that counts on 

volunteers like you for upkeep! 

They need help the weekend of 

May 13-15 and will take 

volunteers for 2 hours or a 

whole day. Gather up a couple 

of your Hope Friends and clear 

out some brush and leaves for a 

few hours. Then stop by the 

Casino on the way home or 

John Ernest Vineyard winery 

just east of Tama for a sample 

or two. You will feel wonderful 

after the hard work!  



Mission Moments 

Financial Peace University graduated eleven participants on April 17, 2011. 

Donations for Waypoint May Baskets are needed by May 1, 2011.Needs include: toiletries, 

household items, children’s needs, or non-perishable food items.  Delivery by May 15, 2011. 

A discretionary fund has been established for the year of 2011. 

The purpose of this fund is to help families with financial difficulties. 

 

 

Garage Sale 

June 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
 

Each year, Hope Church organizes a terrific springtime garage sale! Members bring in their gently used 

treasures and everything sells like, well, treasures!  The money made from the garage sale goes into 

our church’s general fund.  It is always a nice financial boost!  

 

We do not have a “garage sale committee” at Hope. Instead we count on ALL Hope members to step 

forward to help. There are many ways you can pitch in: 

1) Set up will be on May 31st and June 1st, from 8am-9pm each day. This is a pretty short time to 

sort, price and set up, so LOTS of help is needed (no garage sale experience necessary). Even if 

you can only come for an hour or two in the evening after work, it will make a big difference! 

Plus, you get to see all the goodies before they are sold.  

2) You can donate treasures to be sold at the sale! Please do not donate anything that is broken or 

damaged. Want to go one more step? Price your items so they will sell, sell, SELL!  

3) You can work a shift during the actual sale on June 2nd, 3rd and 4th. There are late afternoon 

hours available. Come in the after work and take over for an hour for someone who has been 

working all day, you’d become an instant hero!  

4) Dismantling the garage sale will be done on June 4, late afternoon. This will be easy, because we 

will hopefully sell so much stuff, there will be little to do. In case there are a few leftovers, your 

assistance in sorting the items for storage, Goodwill, and hauling them away will be needed. 

People with muscles (or who think they have muscles) will be treated like royalty. 

 

Note: The garage sale is not a Women’s Fellowship project only, but rather a project for everyone 

at Hope.  Think of it like Hog Wild Days, everyone’s assistance is needed.  If you can carry a box, 

fold or hang clothing, tell a bad joke, put items in a bag, write on masking tape, count or breathe, 

you are the perfect candidate for becoming a garage sale helper!  

The garage sale at Hope is a great way to get involved and meet new friends. Its pretty darned fun, 

too! 

 



May 2011 Sunday Duty Schedule 
Date    Liturgist  Friendship  Nursery   Scrip   SS Snacks Snack Helper 
5-1 D. Evers Neumann J. & M. Meier  Krause  Gersema Rosendale 
5-8    D. Mineck Simon  A. & A. Evans  Saylor  M. Nus  Adams 
5-15    D. Willhite Barrington J. & M. Urbanowski Lander  Evans  Hatcher 
5-22 E. Sohl  Klima  D. & A. Gruwell  Krause  End of year celebration 
5-29 J. Nus  R. Thompson T. & T. Brendes Lander   
 

Head Usher: Lander   Communion Leader: V. Brendes 
Ushers: Lander, B. , B. & R. Thompson, Gruwell, B. Venis,  C. Duffy, B. Burk, Knapper,  
V. Waddington, B. Burget, V. Brendes Neumann, Debner, Sherbon 
Ushers/Greeters: Neumann, Debner, Sherbon 
 

June 2011 Sunday Duty Schedule 
Date     Liturgist  Friendship  Nursery   Scrip   (no Sunday School  
6-5  N. Kotalik Martin  D. & J. Neumann Krause  through August) 
6-12     R. Feuss Sherbon Grauberger  Lander 
6-19     J. Barrington V. Brendes C & D. Evers  Krause 
6-26  R. Grauberger Frederick C. & D Struck  Lander 
  

Head Usher: Ludovissy Communion Leader: Urbanowski 
Ushers: Ludovissy, L. Ogreen, Hohensee, Hines, R. & K. Grauberger, M. Grauberger, L. & P. Knapper, Gary Knapper, 
Melody Knapper  
Ushers/Greeters: Barrington, A. Buck, D. Strunk, Urbanowski 
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