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Four confirmed on

Pentecost Sunday

Logan Mayer, Alex Evans, Tyler Shaffer
and Michael Struck were confirmed and
welcomed into membership at Hope on
Pentecost Sunday, June 12, 2011.
Rachel Thompson, also part of the 2011
confirmation class, will be confirmed
Sunday, July 17.
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Vacation Bible
School at Hope!

GALACTIC BLAST!

Beach balls were used on Confirmation Sunday to
emphasize the importance of community.

Join your friends of Hope and
First Congregational United

Church of Christ for 4 days of out
of this world FUN during
Vacation Bible School, July 14-17.
Go to hope-ucc.com, call the
office at 393-2400 or pick up a
registration form at church!

-More information inside-




From the Pastor...

Dear Friends and Family of Hope UCC,

Rupertus Meldenius said something like: "In the essentials we need unity; in the non-essentials we
need freedom; but in all things we need love." What does living this mean for Hope UCC?

Reflecting on our time together, change being a constant companion, | want to share and describe
this stage of our journey as self-study. We are embarking on a time to explore, look at ourself, gather
data and begin describing what we experience. In July | will introduce a congregational conversation
time after worship (July 10). The more people that participate the more accurate understanding we
can communicate with prospective candidates. It will be a time we can share around one topic and
learn or reaffirm healthy communication practices. We are going to begin with sharing our hopes for
Hope... our dreams. Transition times are key times in the natural process of self-renewal. That is
true in our own lives as well as in our church life. Sharing with each other is an essential (unity), what
we share (non-essential), how we share it (essential) ... but in all of it ... Love be present. May we
come to this event prepared to listen and prepared to share.

Alvin Toffler wrote in Future Shock, "Change is avalanching upon our heads and most people are
grotesquely unprepared to cope with it." | read that back in 1976 and the book was already 6 years
old. Itis an understatement, including for the church. The in-betweenness is often times very
uncomfortable. Yet stop and think of the changes in your lifetime. The Avalanche of Change in our
world today does raise the question, how am | coping. At no other time has change been this rapid
in many areas of our life. Like individuals, churches have their own rhythm and transitions, their own
coping skills and patterns. | would like to help prepare Hope for these changes. "Throughout nature,
growth involves periodic accelerations and transformations: Things go slowly for a time and nothing
seems to change - until suddenly the eggshell cracks, the branch blossoms, the tadpole's tail shrinks
away, the leaf falls, the bird molts, the hibernation begins. With us it is the same." (Transitions:
Making Sense of Life's Changes, p.5)

Many of you have commented how much you are enjoying worship and changing things up a bit, and
| have heard through another that some of you are a bit uncomfortable. We will struggle together to
find a balance and have opportunities this fall to talk about it, listen and share. If we can join together
with an attitude of love and prayer to enter fully into the transition and the new phase of our life
together, we might be able to alleviate some of the stress and distress of change.

God bless HOPE UCCI!
Pastor Sue

Fully Rely On God




Many Friends of Fur
(and a Few of Scale, Skin and Shell)

Come to Hope for the Blessing of the Animals Service June 5, 2011
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[t was a pretty warm June
morning on the 5%, but many
pets and people braved the sun
for Hope’s first ever Blessing of
the Animals ceremony.
Churches commonly celebrate
St. Francis with a Blessing of
L) g R ' the Animals service the first
N A part of October; maybe Hope
will do it again then!

Have a concern at Hope?

Hope Church is committed to being solution seekers. A Parish Relations Committee is available for
all members, with the purpose of helping members solve problems. Issues from “anonymous” are
not considered. Please be willing to seek solutions. Parish Relations Committee members are:
Adrian Evans, Andrew Buck, Marlene Hunt, Mary Nus, Dan Evers, and Ken Shaffer.




Hope’s Food Tent Sets - ; _.
Record Sales at
Hog Wild Days mm e

This year’s food tent set a record at Hog Wild Days. The tent took in $9076.20 in sales during the
four day event. Prayers were answered this year for nice weather. This year was also one of the
smoothest running events in recent years. With donations and additional income from sales of leftover
meat and other product we should come close to grossing a grand total of $10,000! The previous highest
record was set with $8752.00 tent sales in 2008 and highest grand total Hog Wild Days was $9287.75 set
back in 2005.

Thanks goes out to all who
helped with Hog Wild Days no matter
how big or small. This year the event
was led by committee members Kevin
and Ruth Vial, Joe and Sarah Sherbon,
and Dan and Cathy Evers. The pie
group was led by Faye Cieslek, Sloppy
Joes by Joyce Barrington, and the
onion chopping crew was led by Lois
Gladson.

Thanks also go out to Ken Shaffer for providing the cargo and flatbed
trailers, Roger Gruwell for providing the liquid propane gas, and
Andrew Buck for providing the golf car to shuttle back and forth food
and supplies between the tent and the church. Special thanks go out
to Women's Fellowship for purchasing another new refrigerator and
an appliance dolly. One of the old refrigerators at the tent, that was
twenty years old, pooped out and needed to be replaced on Friday morning.
Much appreciation goes to those who showed up to help with setting up and tearing
down the tent at Guthridge Park.

A detailed final report will be
presented to the council at their
meeting in July. A copy will also be
available for review by the
congregation at that time. Mark your
calendar for next year’s Hog Wild
Days event which will be held June
14-17,2012. -Kevin Vial
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Christian Ed News

Vacation Bible School - July 14-17
We're gearing up for our Galactic Blast VBS in July. The curriculum
looks great and the kids will have a lot of fun. If you haven't signed
up yet, please fill out the form in the newsletter and return to the
R church office. Adults and middle/high schoolers- if you're interested in
helping teach or assist with VBS, contact Cathy Evers.

We could use some help in preparation for VBS! Please join us to help create decorations
anytime from 5-9pm on Monday, June 27" and Tuesday, July 5 (we have templates and
all of the supplies, just need (wo)manpower!). We'll also need help setting up after church
on July 10™ - we're going to be moving furniture, so will need some strong arms! Lastly,
we would love to borrow any type of space themed items that you might have at home.
Specifically we're looking for a lab coat, constellation charts, sky maps, beakers/test
tubes, and any books, photos, posters or anything else space themed. Please label these
things with your name. Thanks in advance for your support!

Family Fun Night - August 28"

We're planning an all-church/all-community Family Fun Night on August 28™. Join us at
church from 6:30 - 8:00 pm in the 'backyard’ for “"Desserts with Hope”, live music and
fellowship. Look for more specific details in the next month's newsletter and midweek
news.

Christian Ed Coordinator

The search is on for a new Christian Ed Coordinator. This is a paid position for roughly
10 hours per week that will handle the administrative duties of Christian Ed. If you know
of anyone that might be a good fit, please have them forward their resume to Hope.

Summer always seems to fly by and we'll be in the midst of planning for next year before
we know it. We're always looking for teachers for our Sunday School program. We have
it set up so that a set of teachers is responsible for each age group and teachers only
teach about once per month. Please consider teaching next year - we have a great group
of kids and it's a lot of fun! If you're interested or want more details, contact Kayla Buck
or Julie Ludovissy.



MISSION MOMENTS
JUNE 2011

i The Mission Committee Brochure
i ISin the Building! Many, many

i thanks to Mary Nus, church
secretary for her work on this.
You can find the brochures on the
i Mission Table (narthex) and in the
{ church pews.

Waypoint May Baskets were

¢ delivered on May 18, 2011. The
i Mission Committee would like to
¢ thank the church congregation

i again for their generous donations.

{ Without the help of the
i congregation, there would be no
{ mission work being done.

Orders for food from Share, lowa

i will be placed towards the end of

¢ July for August delivery. If you are
{ interested, please contact a member
i of the Mission Committee for

i information.

Calling all youth between the ages
i of 13-18. Be on the lookout for
“Generation Change”, which is a

i Christian-based financial program
{ that will start in the fall.

Submitted by Vayla Waddington,
i Mission Secretary

 WORSHIP AND MUSIC COMMITTEE

What do you know about baptism? About Communion? Do
you understand the worship traditions of Hope? How about
traditions in the "broader church?" We've begun to
discuss these and other topics to make worship a
meaningful, vital time in our faith walk. We are talking
about ideas to make worship fresh & inviting while
maintaining a sense of stability in the midst of change. We
would love to hear your ideas. If you just know that you
want "something different," check out www.ucc.org &
watch the live streaming of General Synod 28...there will
be many worship times celebrated, with different focal
points & styles. T won't be able to watch much of Synod,
so I'd love your help...see if there are worship components
that you might like to try at Hope. We'll continue making
adjustments to the layout of worship to experience
different styles that our new pastor might bring. However
the need for familiarity was voiced & heard as well...we'll
be focusing on keeping things "similar" most of the
Sundays each month, while having a more "radical change"
one Sunday a month...this should help folks feel grounded.
Let us know what you think!

Karla Grauberger
Worship and Music Chair

”A friend is a person who knows all about you...and loves you anyhow.” = Eberf Hubard

Friendship Committee Report

Our committee had a reception for the confirmands on June 12. We served pizza as well as cake, so they
were really happy with that. Since it was Hog Wild Days on Father’s Day, we will be giving all Dads bags
of cookies on Sunday, June 26, after worship. The Friendship Committee will take July off, after having
had a few extra busy months. Please watch for more events in August! We plan to help Christian Ed with
Family Fun Night on August 28 from 6:30-8pm.

Betty Hohensee
Friendship Committee Chair



http://www.ucc.org/

Mentoring Program Gathering

Fourteen people met at Zio Johnno’s on Center Point Road
on June 12 for a mentor and new member gathering. After
devouring plates of pasta and delicious bread, everyone
shared a memory from childhood. People talked about
favorite toys, how they pestered their siblings and some
even brought their favorite stuffed animals! Check out the
cute babies (Callie and Eve) who attended the luncheon
and gobbled up (and tossed about) their pasta! Thanks to
all who were able to attend. Look for another mentoring
gathering in early September.

Mary Nus, Mentoring Program

HOPE HAPPENINGS!

Hope Happenings is a section in “The Window” where members share personal news. All members
like reading it! If you have never contributed a personal tidbit to this section, consider doing so!
Whether it’s a job change, a vacation, a medical update or any other news you’d like to share- we
want to read about it! Hope Happenings is a great way to stay in touch! You can contact the office
at any time to submit information for the Hope Happening section. Your Hope Friends are looking
forward to hearing from you soon!

@® Kendal Meier is headed to Atlanta GA to play in the National Junior Girls Volleyball tournament. She
will play for 4 days and the Meier's are making it a Family Forced Vacation. Olivia Meier signed up for
college classes on June 6th with Upper lowa University.

@ Congratulations to Ben Mayer for passing from orange belt to green belt in Tae Kwon Do. Nice work!

@ [ had a great time at Grandparents Camp with my 5 yr old granddaughter Abby yesterday and today.
It was at Pilgrim Heights Camp and Retreat Center. Margaret Debner steered me in this direction and
Abby and I would say it was awesome!! First time camper for her and a long time ago for Grandma.
Pilgrim Heights is such a peaceful, beautiful resource for us all and we should all be taking advantage of it
OR it may just go away!! Try it sometime - two more times yet this summer are available.

-Linda Toomsen

@ Kate and Laura Nus qualified for USATF Regionals in St. Pau, Minnesota. Kate qualified in the 800
run and 1500 meter run. Laura qualified in the shot put and the 400 meter run. They will compete July 9
and 10 at Hamline University Track.

@ Congratulations Bob and Faye Cieslek who will celebrate their 50t wedding anniversary on Sunday,
July 3rd with an open house from 2pm-7pm, with dinner served at 4:30pm. The celebration will take place
at Red Cedar Lodge at Squaw Creek Park, Marion Iowa. No gifts please-they only wish for a fun filled day
with family and friends.



Office Notes:

The search for a new secretary has begun! Good time for me to share a thank you, for letting me serve
you from the Hope Office for the past few months. I enjoyed so much about the job, and will now also
enjoy committing some time to my family.

When a replacement is hired for the secretary position, he/she will need our full support. They join
our Hope family, which like all families, is full of blessings and quirks. A new secretary will know
nothing about our unique characteristics (yippee-fresh start!). A new secretary cannot read minds or
know the history behind any project, committee or parish relationship.

Hope has many new members. We will soon have a new secretary and it a short time, a new pastor.
It's a new beginning in so many ways and a good time for us to practice NOT ASSUMING anything.
Gone are Hope’s days of thinking that everyone knows what’s going on or how things are done. Gone

also, is our thinking that “someone else will take care of it”. With new staff, we will all have to take
more responsibility for our church, not just the people who we’ve come to count on to take the reins.

It's a good time for us to embrace change. A new secretary is going to do things differently, not
necessarily right or wrong, but differently. Our future pastor certainly will bring more change! We
might as well open up our hearts to new ways of doing things. The way we've always done things is
not set in stone. Just like the way we might TRY to do things is not set in stone. Isn’t that a relief!?

Hope’s Parish Relations Committee is special. Not many churches have a committee designated to
solve problems. Utilize our Parish Relations committee when you have worries or feel conflicted.
Open communication and a focus on solving problems is the key to a bright future for Hope.

Thank again, for supporting me in the Hope Office, Mary

Hope’s New Cook Book

Have you submitted your recipes for
Hope’s new cook book? You can do so by
filling out a recipe sheet and depositing it
in the gynormous recipe box in the
narthex. Or you can go online:

http://www.typensave.com/

The Cook Book Chics would like recipes
from EVERYONE at Hope! Please submit
your yummy recipes early and often -

deadline August 1. \ﬁ\\\\\\
AN

Cook Book Committee Members: Mallory
Abernathey, Julie Ludovissy, Rhonda
Kaczinski, Laura Ogreen and Nancy
Kotalik.

Hanging out at Hog Wild Days-
Ruth, Pastor Sue and Carolyn.



http://www.typensave.com/

Behind the Scenes at Hope Church

There are many things that happen at Hope with most of us not knowing how it gets done. The list here, is
provided so if you have questions about a certain task or event at Hope, you know who to contact to get
involved. Itis not a complete list! If you perform some “behind the scenes” work at Hope, please

contact the office, so we can have an accurate record.

Non-perishables to Linn County Food Bank
Pill Bottles for Free Clinic

Drivers for Cancer Patients to lowa City
Recycling

Delivery of Quilts to Camp Courageous and Waypoint

Delivery of Bulletins to Hope Shut-Ins
Cards to the Hospitalized or Ill
Bulletin Boards

Message on Outdoor Sign

Delivers Quilts for the Linus Project
Hope Photographers

Pew Packs for Children

Green Square Meal Volunteer Coordinator
Webmaster/ Technology Supervisor

Hope Happenings Article

Floral Arrangements for Altar and Narthex
Delivery of Card Fronts to Camp Courageous
Birthday Cards to Sunday School Children
Rummage Sale Coordinator

Head Baker

Prayer Chain Leaders

Holiday Flower Orders

Harrison School Liaison

Eye Glasses and Hearing Aids to Lions Club
Mentoring Program Coordinator

Lois Bennett

Irene Fay

Irene Fay/ Lois Bennett
Mel Krause

Bev Daws

Carolyn Duffy

Lois Bennett

Mary Nus/ Jen Neumann
Mary Nus/ Jen Neumann
Lois Bennett

Nancy Lehman, Mitch Bloomquist
Jen Neumann, Mary Nus, Kevin Vial

Julie Ludovissy
Irene Fay

Paul Nus

Kayla Buck

Deb Wooldridge
Bev Daws

Bev Daws

Faye Cieslek
Faye Cieslek

Lois Bennett and Linda Toomsen
Nancy Lehman
Margaret Debner
Margaret Debner
Mary Nus

Hope might also consider beginning these volunteer opportunities in our near future:
Wedding coordinator, Landscaping Maintenance, Volunteer Coordinator.

Are there other things?




's LARGEST

-ucc.com. With your help, we’ll have Hope

Kids! Use this form to sign up for Vacation Bible School at Hope! Copy it and give to
friends to come as well! Ask for more forms from the office, or print the form from the

website home page: hope

ATTENDED VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL EVER!

GALACTIC BLAST

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL, and HOPE UCCs

JULY 14-)JULY 17, 2011

Name: Date of Birth:
Grade completed: Addtress:

Street/City/State/Zip
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) names:
Home phone: Home Church
Allergies or other medical conditions:
In case of Emergency, contact:

Name and Phone Num ber
Cost: Free will donation.
Children who register by July 7th will receive 3 free
Galactic Blast T-shirt. Circle one size:
Ch: 2-4 6-8 8-10 10-12 12-14 14-16
Ad: sm med _@m XL XXL

Date Received




Hope Supports Harrison School with Box Tops for Education
Support Harrison School by clipping the “Box Tops” from products you use
every day. Companies like Betty Crocker, Ziploc, Pillsbury, Green Giant and
Kotex all support schools by printing Box Tops on their products (see photo at
left). Cut the Box Tops off these products, and place in Hope’s plastic jar on the
Mission Table. Mission Committee donates these to Harrison school, who turns
them in for .10 each! Thanks for your support of Harrison School.

Bulletin Boards

What do we use them for? How much space does each committee need? Can we do “sign ups” on a
bulletin board instead of easels in the narthex? How can we beautify our overall Hope appearance?
Do the bulletin boards we purchased in the past still meet the needs of our work here at Hope?
These questions will be asked in your next committee meetings. Feed back is not only appreciated
but necessary! By fall, we hope to have bulletin board space assigned and spiffied!

Prayer Chain
Anyone with a prayer request can contact either
Lois Bennett at 393-8997 or Linda Toomsen at 395-9329, and they will start the chain.

Linda Toomsen

Lois Bennett

Betty Venis Irene Fay
Vivian Martin Donna Hines
Bev Daws Denise Mineck
Linda Richard Betty Hohensee
Laura Ogreen Ginny Yossi
Ryan & Karla Grauberger
Lawn Mowing: The Garage Sale was a super success! Hope
made over $1,200.00! Thank you so much to
}E{l e32_(6)—] iy 2 éﬁggeﬂ (113(:1‘;1;5 Bob and Faye Cieslek for organizing this
y 5y annual event; especially for your
July 10-16 Roger Frederick cheerful attitude!
July 17-23 Bill Thompson '
July 24-30 Mel Krause Thanks also, to all who worked the sale,
]Auly 371—1A3ug. b ﬁal‘Y T\(/)_orlnsen shopped, donated items and helped pick up
Aﬁg 14-20 Bi\t’)n(;ie;?ek large items to be sold.
Aug. 21-27 Dan Evers
Aug. 28-Sept 3 Charles Struck
Sept 4-10 Jim Wooldridge
gept 11-17 Alex E. & Lavern Hines Hope is still looking for a used, but good
ept 18-24 Andrew Buck .
Sept 25-Oct. 1 Chad Ludovissy quality desk top or lap top computer for
Oct. 2-8 Roger Frederick internet access at church.
Oct. 9-15 Bill Thompson __
Oct. 16-22 Mel Krause Call the office if you have one!




Remember! IMPORTANT!

Be sure to note ALL MEETINGS, EVENTS and ACTIVITIES on the master calendar outside the office
door. It is important to do this so that people don’t over schedule the church or the people! Even if
you are meeting outside of Hope, please note it on the calendar. Your secretary can then help you

announcements and the newsletter. : )

promote your event or activity by including it in midweek news, the Sunday bulletin

Looking Ahead:

Jodi Kempel & Steve Moretz Wedding

Congregational Conversation
After Worship

Galactic Blast Vacation Bible School

Confirmation and New Member Sunday

Hope will confirm Rachel Thompson

and welcome Rachel and

Mallory Abernathey as Hope members
Have all your recipes turned in for cook book

Pastor Sue on Vacation

“Desserts with Hope” Family Fun Night!
Live Music, Ice Cream and Desserts

Faith Retreat

Return to Winter Worship Hours

Faith Retreat
Halloween Party

Worship and Thanksgiving Meal
With friends from the Abbe Center

Christmas Program

Saturday, July 9

Sunday, July 10

Thursday- Sunday July 14-17
Daily Schedule:

July 14 6pm-8:30pm

July 15 6pm-8:30pm

July 16 9am-2pm

July 17 9am-11:30am

Sunday, July 17, during worship

August 1
August 9-24

Sunday, August 28, 6:30-8pm

Friday, September 9

Sunday, September 11
Sunday school 9am, Worship 10:30am

Friday, October 21
Friday, October 28, 6:30-8pm

Sunday, November 20 after worship

Sunday, December 18, during worship

Adult Bible Study meets every Thursday at 10am at Hope!




MZ) HOPEful Accolades and THANK YOUS

ﬂ% ¢+ Thanks to all for your prayers, thoughts, cards and concern at the time of my
two surgeries. Special thanks to Pastor Sue for her visits and hand holding
when I needed it. I am now home and getting better every day. Hope to be in
church soon.-Reta Saylor

¢+ Hope Church- Thank you so much for the card and your sweet messages. You all have
watched me grow up and have been there for me my whole life. Thank you for that. [ hope to become a
dentist in the future and [ know you all will be there for me and support me in whatever I choose. Thanks
again for thinking of me on my high school graduation. Love you all and God Bless YOU! Olivia Meier

¢+ Atschool in Ames and Ankeny I have gone to both UCC churches. While both were welcoming and
warm with great people, nothing compares to Hope. This church is home. Thank you to all of the family
and friends that have made Hope my home over the last 20 years! - Hannah Kaczinski

+ Thanks for all your prayers, thoughts, cards, and offers for help. We are overwhelmed with all the
support and cannot tell you how much we appreciate it! The surgery has been postponed today because
he was having trouble with his left eye at supper time yesterday (Tuesday). We ended up coming to the
eye clinic and after several consults he was admitted to the hospital at about 11:30 last night. They
believe the blood vessels in his eye are having spasms and that restricts the blood flow and causes him to
temporarily lose vision in that eye. They did a MRI and it has come back normal so he is on medication
for the spasms, but has to remain in the hospital to be on this medication. The priority right now is to
figure this out so he doesn't lose sight in that eye. When his eye is stable again, they will do the facial
surgery. Of course, they are talking about another test today, but for now we are just waiting. He is in
good hands and I believe everything happens for a reason. He is sleeping now since it was a long night
with very little sleep. The boys are at my parents for the week so they are in good hands and we don't
have to worry about them. Again, thanks for all your cards and offers for help. Please keep the prayers
coming!

Take care!

Melena, Jesse, William, and James

¢+ The Blessing of the Pets Service was great! I hope we do it again!

¢+ Dear Pastor Weier and Hope Church,

Greetings from Habitat for Humanity! I just wanted to drop you a note of thanks to all those generous
and dedicated parishioners who are volunteering to mow our lot on 10t Avenue. I can’t begin to tell you
what a blessing that is. Thank you! We look forward to the day that we break ground on those lots and
make it possible for two families to join your wonderful community. In the meantime, it’s a huge help to
have those lots cared for. I would welcome the opportunity to come speak to your congregation, at some
point, about the work of HFH in our community.

God Bless,

Jeff Capps,

Cedar Valley Habitat for Humanity



Serving Hope on Sunday, July 2011

Date Liturgist Friendship Nursery

7-3 M. Garrison G. Hunt Bennett & J. Buck
7-10 G. Sohl M. Lehman M. Nus/K. Nus
7-17 J. Meier Rosendale = W. Shaffer/E. Barnes
7-24 D. Neumann Yossi R. Vial & D. Strunk
7-31 M. Urbanowski Anderson A. & N. Lehman

Head Usher: ]. & M. Nus Communion Leader: Bennett

Scrip

Krause
Lander
Krause
Lander
Krause

(no Sunday School
through August)

Ushers: ]. & M. Nus, R. & S. Hatfield, G. & M. Hunt, C. Duffy, D. & S. Hatfield, M. & J. Meier,

0. Meier, M. Meier

Ushers/Greeters: P. & A. Nus, R. Feuss, K. West

Serving Hope on Sunday, August 2011

Date Liturgist Friendship Nursery Scrip

8/7 J. Wooldridge Barnes K. & M. Grauberger Lander
8/14 B. Daws D. Mayer B. & R. Thompson  Krause
8/21 G. Toomsen R.Hatfield M. & R. Bloomquist Lander
8/28 J. Barrington Strother G. Klima & B. Adams Krause

Head Usher: Denise Mineck Communion Leader: Sohl

(no Sunday School
through August)

Ushers: L. & Y. Hasler, D. & L. Gladson, F. & B. Henderson, D. Klink, G. & J. Sohl, D. Mineck

Ushers/Greeters: E. Zanka, ]. & D. Wooldridge, A. Fogle
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Rev. Dr. Susan K. Weier

Intentional Interim Pastor

Home- 363-6577
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