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Membership Recognition 2012 
 Hope Church recognized over 60 members at Membership Recognition Sunday, January 22nd.  
Members were recognized for 2011 and 2012. Pictured here are a few of the 60! Above, from left: 
Andrew & Kayla B., Tom & Pat L., Jack & June W., Deb S., Shelly H., Justin & Rhonda K., Greg S., 
John & Mary N., Mindy H. and Chad L. Congratulations and thank you to all of you for being 
committed members to both Hope and Eden throughout the years! If you were unable to attend 
worship on Sunday and you are celebrating a five year anniversary, please check the fellowship hall 
for your gift!  
 New members will be welcomed on Sunday, February 12th.  If you are interested in joining, 
please talk to Pastor Sue.   
 We’ll soon be going through the daunting task of updating our membership rolls.  Please be on 
the lookout for communication on how you can help in upcoming months! 
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Dear Hope UCC Family and Friends, 
 
May God's love and grace fill your days.  February is a month of quite a few secular events that in the church 
we are aware of and even enjoy.  There is Super Bowl Sunday.  We celebrate it by having a youth fund raiser 
of taking orders for subs and having our sandwiches ready for us to enjoy the game later that day.  Of course 
there is no guarantee we will wait for the game before eating it.  There is Valentine's Day.  We have a fun 
event for our children where they make Valentine's and sell them so they can give to a mission of their choice.  
If I remember correctly, I believe last year they gave it to the Heifer project.  And then February has been 
called Black History Month.  We have been invited by the National UCC to observe Racial Justice Sunday on 
the 12th of Feb.  We will do that.  When the youth and I met after our Memphis trip, one of the follow up 
activities that they wanted to do was to go to the African American Museum.  We are inviting the church to go 
with us.  Because the museum is only open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Saturday and the youth have 
school, it looks like it will need to be on a Saturday.  If we have a group of 15 persons or more our cost is 
reduced so a sign up sheet is on the tri-fold bulletin board in the entry way to the sanctuary.    
 
During the interim time there are many tasks that are helpful before the next "called resident pastor" arrives.  I 
will try to keep you updated as to some of those tasks as another way to help the church prepare for the next 
phase of your journey together.  January has been filled with discoveries.  Hope UCC had job descriptions for 
each committee and even the pastor.  It was dated 1999 so definitely needs to be updated, but the church 
groups don't have to start from scratch.  And though the job description for the pastor needs to be updated and 
we can work on it now it will need to remain undone until the new pastor can give some input.  One particular 
task I see on there is is:  will maintain church records of membership, weddings, baptism, death, etc.  (I know I 
am going to need help in doing that retroactively now that I see it was in the pastor's job description.  I also 
know the new pastor is going to need help with this as well.)  Someone has mentioned that when new people 
joined they signed a book.  I have heard about this but didn't know if that was a meaningful tradition that got 
lost or whether it was changed along the way.  Does anyone know?   
 
All committees have been given the job descriptions to revise and update.  Each group is encouraged to begin 
writing out policies and procedures and even time tables so that new people can see how things work.  These 
are not written in stone.  They are intentional working understandings of how things have been done, what has 
worked in the past and if it hasn't worked then it can be learned from and adapted.  Part of the reason for Hope  
UCC 's success at having events like Hog Wild Days and the church wide rummage sale go well is because 
the leadership knows what has to be done and when and the rest of us just have to be willing to do it.  It is very 
enjoyable actually to be a part of it.  When does this task need to be done?  Preferably it happens before the 
new pastor arrives.   
 
High School Youth group is happening.  The goal is to meet every Sunday evening at 5 p.m. and have one 
major youth group event a month.  In February, most of the High School Youth want to go snow boarding or 
skiing outside of Dubuque.  March we are looking at a youth lock-in where they can invite friends to join us too 
- no sleep time seems to be in their plans also.  One of things mentioned to me when I arrived in March last 
year was that there was nothing for the High School youth.  This is an attempt to find what might work here to 
build a youth group.   
 
Nicole Havelka is leading a workshop for Hope UCC on discerning the purpose of our children, youth and 
family ministries.  She will work with us to create a concrete plan.  See more about it elsewhere in this 
newsletter.    Even if you have no children, youth, or young adults at home, but you care about the youth of our 
church, join us for this event.  Feb. 4th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.   
 
Though I was hoping to schedule and teach in January a faith incubator class on baptism, that didn't happen.  I 
have tentatively scheduled it for February 29th to begin at 6:30 p.m.  This is designed for confirmation students 
and at least one of their parents to attend with them.  I will ask our confirmation mentors to attend as well if at 
all possible but some of the activities will specifically involve parent and youth. 
 
There has been a lot of conversations (some formal and many informal) taking place about confirmation.  With 
the information we have gathered formally, the congregational conversation last fall and those who came to the 
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workshop January 7th, I am going to propose to council in April or May a confirmation program for the church 
to adopt that will have built in flexibility that is open to the new pastor's gifts and style of leadership.  The 
Council can then decide whether or not it is worth bringing to the congregation as a whole for adoption. Let's 
see if we can't have a working solution in progress rather than an on-going problem.   
 
Because of the weather, we didn't have quorum for our Annual meeting.  Council has rescheduled it for 
February 12th.  Deb Wooldridge has agreed to be nominated as Mission Chair.   We are also taking in two new 
members that morning.  If there is anyone else interested in joining the church, please let me know.   
 
Lent begins February 22nd with a special worship service at 7:00 p.m.  Ash Wednesday is an opportunity to 
pause and reflect on our relationship with God.  Vestiges of the early church's experience of public penance 
exists still in the ceremony of ashes.  The proud and meek, arrogant and humble are equal on this day.  
"Remember you are dust and unto dust you shall return."  Lent is a time to see how we are estranged by sin 
and through God's grace and forgiveness are reconciled.  It is a strengthening time for community and 
individual to follow Jesus on the path of self-sacrificing love.  How do you prepare to face the temptations, the 
shadows, the betrayals we encounter on our life's journey?  Do you regularly "fast"?  Do you have a regular 
prayer time in each day?   Do you have a time of listening for God (silent prayer)?  Do you read your bible each 
day?  Do you do read devotions?  The UCC offers daily devotions that I have found not only inspirational but 
timely.  Do you come to worship every week?   
 
Hope UCC is a wonderful collection of people serving God.  Have you paused to let someone from Hope know 
you are inspired by them and their presence here at Hope?  There are so many activities and good things 
happening in this church, it wouldn't surprise me if we have missed saying thank you to someone.  This 
Valentine's Day consider sending a Hope member a note that says you care, you are thinking of them.   
 
If you are wanting a visit from me, please give me a call.  As interim, I don't usually do a lot of home visitation, 
but I do respond to requests.  If you know a person that is more homebound than not and you are willing to go 
with me, introduce me to that person, let me know and we will put a time on the calendar.  I am especially 
wanting to prepare those who aren't able to be as active in the congregation as they once have been for the 
next pastor as well.  Also it is my hope that Hope will have an intentional plan in place of people going with the 
new pastor to introduce her or him to Hope members.  It truly helps both parties involved to have someone 
who knows everyone. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Sue 
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 GREEN SQUARE 
MEALS 
  Did you ever think that you 

might enjoy working with this 
very worthy program?  There is an 
opportunity to “learn the ropes” with 
another person who already knows the 
routine.   Interested?  Give Lois Bennett a 
call at 319-393-8997 
 

Green Square Workers for Feb. 28th 
Christy Hines and Ellen Krause 
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Women of Hope 

Minutes 
January 16, 2012 

Ten women and one guest meet on a cold January 
night.  Our guest was Asa Raim, one of the 
students that participated in the Mission Trip to 
Memphis.  Asa gave a report on all the sites and 
experiences he and the others had during the trip.  
It sounded like a great trip and a wonderful 
learning experience.  Next, Nancy Kotalik read the 
annual report and gave a cookbook report.  Our 
sales of the cookbook are going great and we are 
now out of the red and making a profit.  Julie will 
advertise in the Church newsletter and will have 
books available throughout January. 
 
New Business:  The Spring Boutique will be held 
on April 28th.  We have already ordered the 
Geranium Baskets (50).  We discussed the set-up 
and the baking schedule.  Faye asked if we know 
anyone that has cherry trees.  Let her know as she 
could use cherries for next years Boutique and for 
pies as Hog Wild Days. 
 
We will be hosting the Spring Salad Supper on May 
17th.  We had a general discussion on the program.  
We continued on to discuss 2012 planning, 
 
Our next meeting will be a social event on 
February 16th at 1PM.  We will meet at Tommy's 
restaurant on Edgewood Road. 
 
The meeting was adjourned by Lois Bennett 

Upcoming Events 
February 16 th 1pm,  Women of Hope 
Meeting @Tommys Restaurant 
April 28 th – Spring Boutique 
May 17 th – Spring Salad Supper 
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The United Church of Christ Of 
Central City IA 
And The Eastern Association of 
Iowa Conference UCC 
Invite you to the installation of 
Rev. Vicki Jo Engelman 
February 19, 2012 at 3:00 PM 
More information on the following 
announcements is posted on the 
Bulletin board in the narthex 

 
The following VBS Workshops held 
by Family Christian Stores are: 
Sat. Feb. 18, 9-10:30 AM 
Tue. Mar. 6, 7-8:30 PM 

 
Hi-Crew Kiwanis Club will sponsor 
a Valentine breakfast  on Feb. 11th, 
8:00 AM-11:30 AM 
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Our additional black hymnals are in  
 and in the sanctuary! 
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Friendship Report 
Friendship Committee News: We are 
planning a buffet lunch, which will 
take place at Scott’s Family 
Restaurant on Sunday, February 12th 
at 12:30.  This is open to the 
congregation so there will be a 
signup sheet in the narthex.   
 
We hope you will sign up and join us 
in commemoration of Valentine’s 
Day. 
 
Thank you 
Betty Hohensee, Chair. 



A�
�

MISSION MOMENTS FOR FEBRUARY 2012 
 
The Mission Committee welcomes two new members.  Kristine Brown and Karla Grauberger have 
committed to serving on the committee.  We thank Margaret Debner, who has been very active in the 
Mission Committee, for her service.  Margaret will be leaving the Mission committee this year.  She 
will be a  member of the Worship and Music Committee.  Also, many thanks to Denise Mineck for her 
leadership the past two years. 

MOVIN’ FOR McAULEY 
What:  Mall walk 
Where:  Westdale Mall, Cedar Rapids, IA 
When:  March 10, 2012, starting at 10 am. 
Why:  Fundraiser 
 
The 9th Annual “Movin’ for McAuley” mall walk, presented by Panera Bread, is a fun filled, family 
event.  Participants, including children, students and adults register for a morning of exercise by 
walking laps with others around Westdale Mall. 
 
  The Walk also includes entertainment and activities for kids AND bagels and coffee from Panera 
Bread.  The funds raised from this event (and other events) help to provide 4,213 nights of shelter to 
homeless women and education for 246 adult learners. 
 
Exercise, fun, bagels and coffee on a Saturday morning sound good.  How about it?  Could you walk?  
Would you sponsor another person that walks?  How about a team of walkers from Hope Church?  
There will be a sign-up sheet on the Mission bulletin board in the narthex. 
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Beginning Saturday, January 21 - come see us for great deals on tile, paint, furniture, and more! 
  

Store Hours: Tuesday through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
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HOPE WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 
 
 Each Sunday a number of people serve as ushers/greeters, liturgist, communion stewards, coffee 
(Fellowship) servers, and in the nursery. In order to avoid doubling up on responsibilities or assigning 
tasks you are unable to do we want to update the list. 
Scheduling at Hope will be coordinated by Worship and Music, Friendship (coffee) and Christian Ed 
(nursery). 
 
Here is how you can help us make sure the lists are current: 

·  Please check the lists of current volunteers that are posted in the narthex.  
·  If there are no changes, write your initials next to your name, so we know you’ve approved.  
·  If you want to change your areas of responsibility or are not on the list and would like to be 

included, please contact Margaret Debner at 270-2471, or by e-mail mwpulpit2@q.com. 
·  If you are unable or unwilling to be a communion steward (set up for communion) please let 

Margaret Debner know at 270-2471 or by e-mail mwpulpit2@q.com  
�
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While visioning the future 

Explore the best practices of 
your ministry.  
 
What : A one-day workshop with 
Nicole Havelka.  
Who: 5-10 key youth 
ministry/Christian Ed. Leaders, 
including at least 2 youth from 
your church. 
When:  February 4, 2012,  
9:00AM – 4:00 PM 
Where:  Hope UCC 
Cost:  No cost; Your giving to 
Our Church’s Wider Mission 
helps fund these workshops. 
 
(more info posted in narthex) 
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February 2012 Duty List 

Date Liturgist Fellowship Nursery   Scrip 
2/5 R. Saylor V. Waddington Thompsons  Kraus 
2/12  Andrew Buck  J. Mineck  Bloomquist  Saylor 
2/19  Dan Evers  Morris   G. Klima  Landers 
2/26  R. Grauberger  Gladsen  A. & A. Evans  Krause  
Head Usher:  Ericka Zanka,  
Comm. Leader:  Nancy Kotalik 
Ushers/Greeters 
G. Sohl, L. & Y. Hasler, D. Willhite, R. & J. Frederick, D. Mineck, Gary Collins, R. & A. Thompson, J. & D. Wooldridge  
 

March 2012 Duty List 
Date Liturgist Fellowship Nursery Scrip  
3/4 C. Ohrt Hasler R. Vial & D. Strunk Saylor  
3/11 J. Nus B. Thompson Ogreen & Ludovissy Lander  
3/18 A.Gruwell TBA K. & J. Grauberger Krause  

3/25 D. Wooldridge TBA R. & S. Hatfield Saylor  
Head Usher    Margaret Mann 
Comm. Leader     Gwen Klima, Barb Adams 
Ushers/ Greeters  
Bob & Faye Cieslek, Gwen Klima, Barb Adams, Bev Daws, Margaret Mann, Lana Strother,  
David & Dixie Carrothers, Gary & Karen Classon, Evan Kaczinksi, Steve &  Jodi �
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